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We’re Ba-ack! 
It is with great pleasure that we extend our warm 
welcome to ALL students next Tuesday May 26th. 
Our school met the DET criteria for permission to 
enable the whole school and not just the F-2 cohort 
back at school for the resumption of face-to-face 
teaching and learning. 
Measures will be in place to ensure that extra cleaning 
will be activated. Students will be required to adhere to 
hand-washing instructions and we will be limiting 
access to play equipment whilst the conditions are in 
place. 
NB. Parents of students in Years 3-6, once your child 
returns to on-site learning, there is an understanding 
that the school will not be required to provide home 
learning packs or support. If however, you choose to 
refrain from sending your child to school until June 
9th, we will continue to provide the remote learning 
packs until then. 
Staff will be adhering to DET’s guidelines regarding 
social distancing, hand hygiene  and monitoring of 
students contact behaviours. 
DET has put together a web link with detailed FAQs 
and answers for parents & carers as we transition back 
to learning at school again. 
Please visit….. 
 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/
coronavirus-advice-parents.aspx  
 
You are most welcome to contact the school directly . 
We have included information within this newsletter as 
well. 
NB: See Insert in this newsletter: A ndrew Fuller 
flyer responding to questions parents may have around 
the process of returning to school-based learning. 
 

FIRST THINGS FIRST–  

THANK YOU!!!!!! 
A huge shout out to all of the families who had to adapt 

with little warning, to the completely unexpected 
prospect of having your child at home for over 8 weeks. 
We fully appreciate the impact that it has had on your 

daily lives and the manner in which you have all got on 
with the new situation. I thank you on behalf of the staff, 
DET and mostly the students, in your efforts to ensure 

the smoothest process to support your child in this 
strange situation. 

Our goal is to now draw them back into the ‘normal’ as 
seamlessly as possible and find our way in the changed 

environment that we find ourselves in. 
 
CHANGES TO BE AWARE OF: 
 
We have instigated some changes that will be helpful 
to know prior to your child’s return. 
A. Schoolbag hooks and locker bays have been re-

assigned so that there is greater distancing. 
B. Lunchboxes are to be placed on a table in the 

classroom to minimize close contact around the 
bags during the day.  

C. Where possible we will eat our lunches outside 
or at a designated area. 

D. Staff will be in charge of food preparation. 
E. Hand-washing will be a requirement several 

times per day. 
F. Access to sports equipment will be strictly 

limited as it will need to be cleaned after each 
use. 

G. Water bottles are to be brought from home as 
the drinking fountains will be inaccessible. 

H. High touch areas will be cleaned frequently, so 
everyone will be asked to be mindful of keeping 
hands to themselves where possible. 

I. All students have been issued with a pencil case 
and their own personal set of writing and 
drawing materials. 

J. Whilst we will not be separating the students at 
recess time into their year levels, we will 
establish different areas of the playgrounds for 
the students to stay within, in an effort to keep 
the cleaning of the equipment manageable and 
minimise and surface areas to be wiped down 
each day. 

K. Sanitising  will form part of the daily routine 
regarding anything the children have handled– 
books, art materials, classroom tools and 
instruments. 
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DATES TO READ AND REMEMBER 

NB– Please log on to www.jamiesonps.sentral.com.au for calendar updates & parent messages. 
Our website is up to date. Www.jamiesonps.vic.edu.au 

Monday May 25th Pupil-Free. Teacher planning day for Term Two return to school 
learning. 

Tuesday May 26th ALL STUDENTS  CAN RETURN TO SCHOOL!!!!! 

Thursday May 28th– June 26th.  Mrs. B. on Long Service Leave. Mr. Moyle will be Acting Principal, 
Sonja Kalbitzer will be assistant teacher 0.8. 

Monday June 8th. Queens Birthday Public holiday. Pupil-free. 

Tuesday June 9th. All students are required to attend school Remote Learning finishes. 

Thursday June 11th. MARC Van returns!! Let’s get Reading!!! 

Friday June 29th. Last day of Term 2.30 finish. 

Sat June 27th-July 12th. SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Monday July 13th.  Term THREE commences.  

SCHOOL COUNCIL  
MEETING 

THURSDAY MAY 21st 
4 p.m. 

Thank you to the new SC members– 
Alicia Lindsay, Rebecca Bolwell and 
Kate Berg. 
Rebecca Bolwell is the SC president, 
Peter Horan is Treasurer and Alicia is the 
Secretary. Many thanks 
Please advise if you will be able to attend 
to ensure that a quorum will be met. 
Thank You 
The meeting will be held at Jamieson PS with 
social distancing being practiced.   

Uniform: We are thrilled that every child was 

successful in being granted the State Schools Relief 
‘Bushfire Support’ package of uniform and school 
expenses. Please drop in to secure your new uniform 
items, should your child be in need of jumpers and polos 
for the winter months. 

Success! 
Grade 6 students will be provided free laptop 
devices due to an application by our school to 
the UNICEF fund. They will use the units at 
school this year, then be allowed to take them on 
with them to High School as their own personal 
laptop. 

https://youtu.be/XI76vu-JrII 
 
Tristan Bancks recording 

of his YABBA session. 

Feel free to click and 

view if you missed the 

session. 
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HEAD LICE. 
Wednesday Night ( Maybe twice 
a week for the time-being?) is 
‘Nit Night’!! 
Please check every week and 
treat as needed. 
Please keep up the treatments. 
Also, if long hair is tied back, it 
helps to limit the chances for 
transfer. 
Please check for any signs prior 
to sending your child back to 
school! 

Ixl champions! During our time in lockdown, our students have been having a red -dot go at the 
Maths learning  program. Well done to all the work that you have done! As you can see we are 
progressing very quickly towards our target of 5000 questions answered. 
If we hit it hard this week, we’ll just about get there. Hooray to all of you! 

Charley using his remote 
control car and mobile 
phone to search nearby 
wombat holes in search of 
‘Gadget’. Despite the car 
getting stuck, he worked on 
other plans to continue his 
searching for his much 
loved little dog. Hope he 
solves the mystery 
eventually. 

A warm welcome to Sonja 
Kalbitzer. 

We are most honoured to have Sonja join us on 
staff to replace Mr. Moyle whilst he takes up 

higher duties to assume the role of Acting 
Principal during Mrs. B’s Long Service Leave 

from May 28-th Jun 27th . 
Sonja will be teaching the Grades 3-6 class as 

well as taking the whole school for other subject 
areas during the week. 

Sonja lives in Jamieson and is a highly respected, 
accomplished and vibrant person. We look 

forward to achieving great things during her time 
with us. 

Distancing regulations: We wish to advise that there 
are still restrictions on adults within the school 
setting. This means we respectfully request that: 
 Parents not congregating in areas inside or around the school. 
 Parents to enter the school grounds only when essential to do so and 

contacting the school by phone or email as required.  
 Pick up and drop off at schools are to be brief. Staff will escort the students to 

the gate area awaiting collection at the end of the day. Morning drop off will 
be at the gate. Students to come directly to the bag area. 

 Please phone ahead if you wish to come in  in person. 

What to bring: When we 
return on May 26th, please 
bring back all of your learning 
materials 
 Pack teaching aids– 

calculator, ruler, scissors, 
charts, measuring tape, 100 
grids, exercise books, 
playing cards etc. These 
items will then be sanitised 
and ready for term 3. 

 All of your worksheets, 
task sheets, finished or 
Unfinished work. This way 
we can collate and mark 
your work to be able to 
adequately assess your 
progress for the time you 
have been doing home 
learning. 

 Books that have been on 
loan from the school. 

 Art materials (NB Pastels 
can be yours.) 

 THANK YOU! 

Lauriston 
Sadly the girls are also under 
restrictions from Lauriston, so 

we will not have the opportunity 
to run our music tutoring 

program in June. We will await 
any further information to see if 

there’s a 
chance 

later in the 
year to 

attempt this 
outreach 
program. 
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 ‘Home’ work from Term 
Two 

 

Getting Kids Back To School—State Schools 
Relief 

The bushfires seem distant memory now, but we are 
grateful for this funding to support families who lost 
income over the summer with Mansfield being 
declared a ‘State of Disaster ’. All applications have 
been successful. This means that there will be a 
credit in your family account of $250 for uniform 
and $250 for school-based expenses. The other 
option was $500 put towards uniform only. We look 
forward to seeing everyone in full uniforms now 
and for years to come. 
State Schools Relief– this organisation has been 
outstanding in their support for students both in 
bushfire and now COVID-19 emergencies. They 
have kindly supported families with access to the 
internet to allow the students to take part in on-line 
learning opportunities. 

 

CSEF– If you qualified for the 
CSEF funding this year, an extra 
$375 per child will be provided 
to the school to be put towards 
schooling expenses. 
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Visitors to Jamo during ISO.  
A break in the monotony whilst we were all in 
lockdown was the appearance of a man with 
several camels walking around Australia.  
John Arthur Elliott and his camels sojourned at 
The Island, meeting people and resting the camels 
before he headed on his way over Licola Rd. 
Dramas ensued, however, when they were walking 
along Mitchells Bridle Track as one of the camels 
lost its footing and, being tethered together, 
dragged its companions down the embankment 
with it. 
Emergency crews were alerted and a team effort 
was underway to bring them back up to safety. 
Luckily no lasting injuries were sustained and the 
convoy was able to continue on their way. 
Many of the students took the opportunity to 
spend some time with him and his animals and it 
will be a significant memory of our time doing 
Home Learning. 
Follow his journey on Facebook to see more about 
his story and where he is going to next. 

INFORMATION TAKEN FROM THE MT. BULLER WEBSITE AS AT 13/5/2020 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS - SNOW SEASON 

I want to ski and snowboard this winter. Will Mt Buller Mt Stirling be open for 2020?  

At this stage it is too early to say exactly how the 2020 season will be impacted due to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) and decisions will be made in accordance with instruction from Victoria’s Chief Health 
Officer.  We hope to have the resort open for skiing and snowboarding, and have been working preparing 
with the expected completion of the village development, expanded snowmaking and a large new water 
storage reservoir.   
We are a very agile industry well adapted to the uncertainty of snow seasons, and are preparing to open the 
resort, along with contingency plans if this cannot occur. Snow sports has been identified in recent Victorian 
government advice and the resort await details on this. We will provide updates as things become clear. 
 

When will you open this season?  

Mt Buller snow season traditionally opens on the Queen’s 
Birthday long weekend in June, or when we have sufficient snow 
to start operations, whichever comes first.  A later opening is a 
possibility and is part of our planning for 2020.  We will advise as 
we know more. 

Great to see Charlie in her 
school uniform even though 
she is learning from home. 
I hear tell the journey for John 
and the camels has been 
smooth since leaving Jamieson 

Birthdays whilst we’ve been in 
lockdown! 

Ruby April 17th.  
Chantelle May 4th. 

Coming up…..Harry June 11th. 
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Dear parents and carers, 
 
Thank you for all your support during these past few weeks of remote and flexible learning. 

Following advice from the Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has advised that schools can begin a phased return 

to on-site schooling.  

In the first stage, students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2, senior secondary (Year 11 and 12 VCAL and VCE) students and all 

students in specialist schools will return to school from Tuesday 26 May. 

To support all school staff to prepare for this transition, Monday 25 May will be a pupil-free day. 

In the second stage of our return to on-site schooling, all other year levels will return to school from Tuesday 9 June. 

 

NB Students at Jamieson Primary School are invited to ALL return to school on Tuesday 26th May! 

 

For those students who cannot be supervised at home and vulnerable children, the existing model of on-site schooling will 

remain in place during the two-week period from Tuesday 26 May to Tuesday 9 June. The current process that we are using 

to enable parents and carers to indicate the days or part-days for which on-site schooling is required will continue for this two-

week period. 

All other students in these grades and year levels will continue learning from home until Tuesday 9 June.  

Once a year level has returned, all students will be expected to attend school as normal. This means if you choose to keep 

your child/children home after their year level has returned to on-site schooling, we can no longer support their learning from 

home.  

This does not apply to children who need to be absent for health or medical reasons. For those families, please contact us so 

we can make an appropriate plan.  

This same approach is being taken by all government schools in Victoria. 

To support the health and wellbeing of all our students and staff, our school will continue an enhanced cleaning routine and 

will encourage frequent hand washing.  

If you child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek medical advice. 

While the Chief Health Officer has advised that students will not be required to maintain physical distancing at school, there 

will be a number of important changes to our school operations, consistent with health advice to all schools. I will provide 

more detail about our local school context as soon as possible, but it is important to note that changes will include: 

Staff to observe social distancing where possible within the classroom and whilst on duty in the playground. 

Access to the school grounds to be limited to immediate school staff and students; 

We understand that some families may feel anxious about this move back to classroom teaching and learning. I can assure 

you that this decision has been taken on the basis of the best health advice available to our state. 

More information about the return to school and coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found on the Department’s website, which 

will continue to be updated: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 

Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time. We look forward to welcoming our students back to the 

classroom. 

Yours sincerely, 

DET letter to parents regarding staged return to school.  
Statement in red is relevant to Jamieson Primary School only. 
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Conflict between family members is 
normal, even healthy. However with 
constant close quarter living conflict is 
amplified. A child’s annoying behaviours 
once easily accommodated can become 
intolerable without a break. A parent’s 
leadership ability to build family 
closeness, while preventing siblings 
squabbles and sorting our skirmishes is 
key to maintaining family harmony. 

Here are six ways to create a strong 
family culture that minimises conflict 
during corona virus period and beyond. 

Avoid rivalry 

Sibling competition is an ancient survival 
mechanism that prepared children for 
life beyond the family tribe. With close 
quarter living, constant comparison and 
competition can be wearing on 
everyone. You can reduce rivalry by 
avoiding sibling comparison, genuinely 
accepting individual differences and 
recognising each child’s role in the 
family. 

Meet regularly to get everyone on 
board 

Regular family meetings give you the 
chance to hear what’s bugging kids and 
let everyone know what’s going on. 
Meetings can be either formal with a 
simple agenda and regular scheduling or 
informal, occurring every two or three 
days with a known order of discussion 
(e.g. what’s happening this week, who 
has a problem, what needs to be done). 
Whatever method you choose make sure 
meetings are regular, well-managed and 
that decisions made in meetings are 
adhered to. 

Spend time with each child 

One-on-one enjoyable interactions 
between parent and child are underrated 
in their impact on the reduction of 
sibling rivalry and promotion of 
harmonious family relationships. Quality, 
fun, one-on-one interactions with each 
child negates the need for them to 
compete for your attention. When kids 
feel valued they are less likely to fight 
for parental attention. 

Bring the family together 

The family that plays together stays 
together so look for ways to bring your 
family together to connect, have fun and 
enjoy each other’s company. Work out 
your regular family rituals and make 
them non-negotiable. Evening meals, 
family discussions and at least one 
weekly movie or entertainment activity 
gives children and parents the 
opportunity to come together on a 
regular basis. 

Know when to stay apart 

It’s hard for family members who are 
used to doing things on their own to 
suddenly be thrust together in each 
other’s company for extended periods of 
time. Encourage kids to spend some 
time alone each day so they can relax, 
reflect and draw on their own emotional 
resources. Time alone is an underrated 
contributor to a child’s resilience and 
mental health. 

Have a process to sort out 
squabbles 

Sibling fighting comes with the parenting 
territory, but it’s not a fait accompli. 
How you respond to sibling conflict will 
determine the number, intensity and 
extent of fights between siblings. Resist 
sorting out on the run. That said, there 
will be times when squabbles need to be 
stopped or managed in real time. Better 
to choose a time and place when kids 
are settled and then look for ways to 
solve the problems that may exist 
between kids, rather than the resulting 
fights. 

The changed living conditions we find 
ourselves in is a great opportunity for 
parents to impact family culture in 
positive ways. Do your best to lighten 
the mood, focus firmly on relationships 
and know when to bring kids together 
and keep them apart. That’s terrific 
family leadership at any time. 
Michael Grose 


